
Rebekah’s Dilemma 
 

 
 

(Genesis 25:20-27) 
 
Abraham’s wife was dead at the age of 127 years old. As it was the costume of those days for 
the parents to find spouses for their children, Abraham trusted his servant, Eliezer of Damascus, 
who ruled over all he had, to get his son a wife from his own relatives. So, it was that Eliezer by 
God’s providence found his son a wife, who was Abraham’s brother Nahor’s granddaughter and 
his grandniece. The Bible relates a beautiful picture of Isaac and Rebekah meeting at her arrival: 
It was at the time when Isaac went out to meditate and bow down [in prayer]. He looked up 
and saw that, behold, the camels were coming. And Rebekah looked up and when she saw 
Isaac, she dismounted from the camel, for she [had] said to the servant, Who is that man 
walking across the field to meet us? And the servant said, He is my master. So, she took a veil 
and concealed herself with it. And the servant told Isaac everything that he had done. Isaac 
brought her into his mother Sarah’s ten, and he took Rebekah and she became his wife, and he 
loved her; thus, Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death (Gen. 24:63-67). Isaac was then 
forty years old. They were married twenty years and without children. Isaac prayed much to the 
Lord for his wife, because she was unable to bear children; and the Lord granted his prayer, and 
Rebekah, his wife, became pregnant (Gen 25:21). God’s timing plays a very important role in 



the fulfilling of His promise, no matter how long it will take for it to be fulfilled. In the case of 
Abraham, it was not until twenty-seven years later, when he was then one hundred years old, 
that the Lord blessed him with the son of the promise. God blessed Rebekah with twin boys- a 
double blessing she did not expect. However, wanting to know why such a struggled within her, 
she went to inquire of the Lord. He revealed to her that two nations were in her womb, and the 
separation of two peoples had begun in her body; the one people shall be stronger than the 
other, and the elder shall serve the younger (Gen. 25:21-23). There, in His presence, she found 
the answer for her dilemma.  Understanding the problem, her burden was not as heavy on her 
soul. As Rebekah experienced the lifting up of her burden in the presence of the Lord, we too 
can enjoy the relief of our troubles in His presence. It is there that we will experience peace, joy 
and healing. Psalm seventy-three shows the frustration the psalmist struggled with in 
relationship to the prosperity of the wicked. He said, But as for me, my feet were almost gone, 
my steps had well-nigh slipped, for I was envious of the foolish and arrogant when I saw the 
prosperity of the wicked… But when I considered how to understand this, it was too great an 
effort for me and too painful, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I understood their 
end. A prayer away, is all that will take to understanding and relief from our struggles. 
 
So, Rebekah brought forth two nations in God’s timing from which one of them Messiah came, 
fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham.  The first boy came out red all over like a hairy garment, 
and they named him Esau [hairy]. Afterward, his brother came forth and his hand grasped 
Esau’s heel; so, he was named Jacob [supplanter]. When they grew up, Esau was a cunning and 
skilled hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Jacob was a plain and quiet man, dwelling in tents. 
Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of Esau’s game; but Rebekah loved Jacob (Gen. 25:25-28). 
Esau was the progenitor of the Edomites, who continues with the hatred for their brothers, the 
Jews. A root that sprung forth from their forefather, Esau. As a warrior, Esau lived by the sword 
and enjoyed the fatness of the earth, according to the words of Isaac in Genesis 27:40. Jacob 
(supplanter) lived to represent the meaning of his name, which according to the free dictionary, 
is one who wrongfully or illegally seizes and holds the place of another. That’s the way he dealt 
with his brother by stealing his birthright. He was the forefather of the nation of Israel fulfilling 
the words from the Lord to Abraham, In blessing I will bless you and in multiplying, I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of the heaven and like the sand on the seashore. And 
your Seed (YAHSHUA) will possess the gate of His enemies, and in your Seed (YAHSHUA) shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed and [by Him] bless themselves, because you have heard and 
obeyed My voice (Gen. 22:17-18).  
 
Here, we have a tale of two brothers, whose parents favored one of each of them. The older 
one sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil soup, when the younger brother, in his deceitful way 
suggested that he sells him his birthright in exchange for a bowl of soup he had prepared. So, it 
happened when Esau came in from the field, very famished, he asked Jacob to share some of 
his lentil soup with him. He said to Jacob, I beg of you, let me have some of that red lentil stew 
to eat, for I am faint and famished; Jacob answered, Then sell me today your birthright. Esau 
said, See here, I am at the point of death; what good can this birthright do me? Jacob said, 
Swear to me today; and he swore to Jacob and sold him his birthright (Gen. 25:29-33). Hungry 
as Esau was, he did not consider the after effect of that decision and succumbed to Jacob’s 



idea.  Esau lost his right of first born then. And later, with the help of their mother, Jacob 
completed the deed, under the disguise of being Esau, when Esau was to receive the blessing of 
a first-born son from his father before he died. This was the crossroads for both of them. Jacob 
became a fugitive from his brother, who wanted to kill him; he fled to Haran, where his 
mother’s family lived, upon her request. The root of Esau’s anger grew deeper against his 
brother for years to come. Today, we still see the results of those years past. History changed 
its course for the two of them, but God’s plan stayed alive amidst the seemly confusion. God 
also blessed Esau with a kingdom and many kings reigned in Edom, even before Israel had a 
king of their own.  Israel was Jacob’s new name God gave him under a new perspective of a 
future that would fulfill God’s plan for his life, as He promised Abraham his grandfather - And 
your Seed (YAHSHUA) will possess the gate of His enemies, and in your Seed (YAHSHUA) shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed and [by Him] bless themselves, because you have 
heard and obeyed My voice (Gen. 22:17-18).  
 
History of the past confirms in the present what God spoke to Rebekah, when she was pregnant 
with her twins. We witness today a continuous family feud between these twins’ descendants. 
The struggles of these two brothers in their mother’s womb took a physical and powerful 
direction against each other the moment they were born to this day and will continue to the 
end. We read in Numbers 20:21 how Edom refused to grant Israel to pass through their land, 
when Israel was in route to the Promised Land. Animosity was visible between them as the 
result of the stolen inheritance many years past. From generation to generation, Esau’s hatred 
grew deeper and deeper for his brother, Jacob. Jacob, a humble and quiet man, a mom’s boy, 
who liked to stay home, had issues that carried to his descendants for years. While alive, he 
paid dearly for what he did to his brother. Under Laban, his uncle, where he fled to, he had to 
work hard for seven years for Rachel the girl of his dream, only to end up with Lea, her sister 
and having to work for Laban seven more years for Rachel. He lost her at the time of giving 
birth to her second child, Benjamin. Her first child, Joseph, Jacob’s favorite son was lost, when 
his brothers sold him to the Ishmaelites who took him to Egypt and sold as a slave. Jacob lived 
for several years believing the lie that his son Joseph was dead. The last time he had seen him, 
Joseph was seventeen years old. It happened that his other sons took Joseph’s long garment, 
and dipped in its blood and sent the garment to their father saying that his son was killed by a 
wild animal. Jacob tore up his clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned many days for his son. All 
his sons and daughters attempted to console him, but he refused to be comforted and said, I 
will go down to Sheol to my son mourning. And his father wept for him (Gen. 37). This is a sad, 
sad story. It was not until thirteen years later, when Joseph was thirty years of age, that he saw 
him again. He suffered much at the news of his son’s death. It seems that Jacob paid enough for 
his wrong doings; he died without the forgiveness of his brother, Esau. So, his descendants 
were held guilty all their lives. A heavy burden to carry from his brother. However, on the other 
hand, Jacob enjoyed God’s forgiveness and prospered to the end of his life, living close to his 
favorite son Joseph until he died, with God assuring him of His blessings and protection. God’s 
promise to Abraham was completely fulfilled, when YAHSHUA was born into his descendance. 
 
Every child, a dilemma. The lives of our children constitute worries, decisions and questions 
needing answers for every mother, for our children’s future depends on our guidance and our 



prayers. Rebekah did not display a good example of a godly mother for taking sides and for 
stripping her older son of his first-born blessing. Surely, God didn’t need her help to make his 
plan happen, and Jacob wouldn’t have had to pay for those mistakes influenced by her. In spite 
of her actions, God executed His plan on Jacob’s life that shaped the future of the world. We 
mothers are accountable for what we teach and do not teach our children; vessels in the hand 
of God, mothers are to help their children achieve God’s purposes for their lives. When we fail 
to do it, they fail to achieve a future that is perfect in God’s plan; we all suffer the 
consequences, as a result. Maybe it is not too late for you to think about it. Time and 
opportunity stand in your favor for now.  
 
Think about it! 
 
 
 


