
The Ultimate Departure 
 

 
 

(II Thessalonians 2) 
 
The word departure carries the meaning of finality in some cases. It is sometimes one of no 
return; one that brings tears of emotion when a loved one moves away for whatever reason. 
When the departure of a loved one is through death, nothing will comfort the heart of those left 
behind. The departure of the spirit from the body is final in the eternal destination of mankind. 
Life on earth is as if an opportunity to prepare for the eternal, where either heaven or hell awaits 
us. Some people have had many years of opportunities to make the eternal decision; others, not 
so long, but nevertheless, they all had the opportunity, with the exception of babies and young 
children. Death is the departure that will take the span of our entire life lived on earth preparing 
for. Every chance and opportunity are counted for eternity. As much preparation is needed for 
our physical departure, it will be needed for the departure to eternity in different aspects. The 
Apostle Paul lost focus of this world, when he desired to depart from this world and be with the 
Lord. His close relationship with God gave him the ultimate goal of his life, which was to live for 
Christ; but his ultimate desire was to be with YAHSHUA. He said, For me to live is Christ and to 
die is gain (Phil. 1:21-23). It is of greater gain to be with the Lord in eternity, than to be on earth.   
The joyous and peaceful life we will experience in heaven in the presence of our Lord and Savior- 
YAHSHUA is not to be compared to this earthly temporary joy and peace. Since the world is not 
our home, and since we are not citizens of it, shouldn’t we desire to depart from this earth to go 
home? That should be the outmost desire of every believer, for the Bible confirms, We are 
citizens of the state which is in heaven, and from it also we earnestly and patiently await the Lord 
YAHSHUA the Messiah, Savior, Who will transform and fashion anew the body of our humiliation 



to conform to and be like the body of His glory and majesty, by exerting that power which enables 
Him even to subject everything to Himself (Phil. 3:20-21).  The longing for heaven is a sign that 
we are walking close with the Lord our Savior. Nothing in this world should replace our desire for 
heaven. 
 
The Lord YAHSHUA told a parable concerning ten virgins, who ready themselves to meet the 
bridegroom. But only five made it to heaven, while five were left out. Their departure was 
incomplete, for they lacked the oil that shined their way. They thought they had packed 
everything; they looked prepared in the outside; and like the others, they were waiting for the 
bridegroom. But they lacked the most important thing: the seal of the Holy Spirit, which 
confirmed that they were the Lord’s bride. I called it the engagement ring the Lord YAHSHUA 
gives to His bride at the time of her new birth. The ultimate departure takes spiritual preparation 
from the time we accept the Lord YAHSHUA as our Savior and Lord. It is continuous in our walk 
with Him; It is in the matter of self-denial, the taking up of our cross and following Him. It is the 
complete submission to the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification in our life. Without it, there will 
not be the ultimate departure, just as there was no departure for the five virgins. They were left 
without entering in. YAHSHUA said, Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father Who is in heaven. Many will say to 
Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name and driven out demons in Your 
name and done many mighty works in Your name? And then I will say to them openly, I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you who act wickedly (Matt. 7:21-23).  
 
Many of the Israelites who departed Egypt to the Promised Land, were left in the desert, for not 
being spiritually prepared. They did not have faith to continue the journey and died in the desert. 
They failed to believe God even through the miracles and wonders they experienced. They did 
not mingle faith with what they saw and heard, for their hearts were hardened in their rebellion 
toward God; accordingly, He swore in His wrath and indignation, They shall not enter My rest. 
(Heb.3:11). There is the sudden or unexpected departure, when a fatal accident happens and one 
loses his life to eternity. Life is uncertain for those who are not spiritually ready to enter eternity, 
but for those who are spiritually prepared, life is only a transfer from earth to heaven. “Absent 
from the body, present with the Lord.” Death, our enemy, makes no distinction of age. It comes 
to all of us- young and old. However, there will be some of us who will not experience physical 
death, but will be translated to heaven, just the Prophet Elijah and Enoch. That, I call the ultimate 
departure. It will happen with the sound of God’s trumpet, with the voice of the archangel, 
summoning all who believe and followed YAHSHUA – Those who died in Christ will be resurrected 
first, and those of us who are alive, will join them to meet the Lord YAHSHUA in the air. We will 
go up under the power of YAHSHUA, Who will come in the clouds to meet us in the air and 
forever, we will be with Him. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? (I 
Thess. 4:16-18; I Cor. 15:55). 
 
This departure will not require us to take anything with us. It will be like no departure we 
experienced on earth. Even our bodies will receive a new body, one that is immortal and free 
from death. We will be transformed in a twinkling of an eye at the sound of a trumpet. The dead 
in Christ will be raised imperishable- free from decay. (I Cor. 15: 51-55) and no longer under the 



power of death. When Eve fell into temptation in the Garden of Eden, we all fell into the spiritual 
and physical death. No hope was there for us, except by God’s love expressed through His Son, 
YAHSHUA. No religion offers a way to heaven that has merits. The gods people worship are 
merely man-made statues, with no life, no power; obviously, they don’t have a life to lay down 
to save those who worship them. Heaven is the abode of the true God only. Heaven has never 
been a place for those dead, false gods. YAHSHUA expressed His love for the world in these 
words: For God so loved the world that He gave up His only begotten Son, so that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). Then He offered His own body 
as a sacrifice to redeem the world from sin and death. He and He alone, is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life; apart from Him there is no other Savior by Whom we will be saved. The ultimate 
departure is only for those who have received God’s gift of life- YAHSHUA, His only Son. When 
the trumpet of God sounds, we will hear our names being called. The sky will be filled with light, 
light that will originate from YAHSHUA, as Paul said, YAHSHUA dwells in unapproachable light, 
Whom no man has seen or can see (I Tim. 6:16b). We will enter into the splendor of that light, 
and from that moment on, there will not be a need for light, neither from the sun nor from the 
moon. The ultimate departure is our glorious hope; the hope that sustains us through all our 
troubles. It is available to all when repenting of your sins, acknowledging YAHSHUA as your only 
Savior and Lord, Who came to earth and ransomed you from the power of sin and death. 


