
 

 

Moses and Elijah on Mount Sinai 
and Mount Herman 

 

 
 

(Exodus 19; 33; I Kings 19:8-14; Luke 9: 28-33) 
 
Moses, as Israel’s leader to the Promised Land, was a remarkable man. No one that has 
ever lived, has ever experienced God the way he did. He was not only a leader for the 
nation Israel, but a prophet, who spoke with God face to face, although he did not see His 
face. From the signs and wonders seen in Egypt, the parting of the Red Sea, water 
coming from the rocks, mana coming from heaven as food for the people while in their 
journey of forty years through the wilderness, and much more, Moses’ life shines over all 
others. 
 
As a baby, Moses was taken from the water when his mother tried to hide him in the time 
of the king’s command to kill all the Jews’ babies to control their population. He was 
rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter, who later adopted him. She named him Moses because 



 

 

she said, “I drew him out of the water.” For forty years he lived in the royal palace, 
however, he preferred to suffer with his brothers, as Hebrews 11:24-25 confirms: By faith 
Moses, when he had grown to maturity and become great, refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter because he preferred to share the oppression and bear the shame 
of the people of God rather than to have the fleeting enjoyment of a sinful life. 
 
One day, while checking out the slavery condition of his people, he saw an Egyptian 
beating one of his brothers. He then killed the Egyptian and buried him (Ex. 2). His zeal 
for the wellbeing of his people was a sign of what he was to become in the future. From 
that time on, he become a refugee in the land of Median, where he married and worked 
as a shepherd for his father- in-law. Moses had his first encounter with God at Mount 
Horeb, or Sinai, the mount of God, forty years after his ordeal that caused him to flee for 
his life. The Lord God appeared to him in a fire out of the midst of a bush. Curious about 
what was happening, he turned aside to see why the bush would not burn, when he heard 
the Lord’s voice saying, do not come near; put your shoes off your feet, for the place on 
which you stand is holy ground (Ex. 3:2-5). In that encounter, God revealed Himself to 
Moses as the God of his fathers- Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses then hid his face, for 
he was afraid to look at God (Ex. 3:6). God spoke to him from the fire saying, come now 
therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh, that you may bring forth My people…out of 
Egypt. Moses’ conscious burned with guilt and fear of his past in the presence of that fire 
that symbolized the unapproachable holiness of God. Mount Sinai, the pivot point of 
Moses’ life, stood before him with a divine call to redeem his people from bondage. 
 
In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt, the same day, they came into the 
wilderness of Sinai (Ex. 19:1). Sinai was the mountain where Moses had his first 
encounter with God, and Mount Sinai was the chosen place for God to come down to the 
people in order to establish a covenant with them. Mount Sinai itself could not contain the 
holiness of God and was wrapped in smoke. So awful and terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said I am terrified (Heb. 12:21). God introduced Himself to the people by saying, I 
am the Lord your God, Who has brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage; I am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate Me; but showing mercy and steadfast love 
to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments (Ex. 20: 
1, 5b-6). Moses stayed at Mount Sinai with God forty days and nights receiving the tablets 
of God’s covenant with Israel, written by His own hand. After forty more years in the 
wilderness leading the people to their Promised Land, Moses the servant of God died in 
His presence and he was buried by God Himself. 
 
Elijah, the prophet of God, called a meeting with all Israel and the 850 false prophets at 
Mount Carmel, to challenge them. He came near to all the people and said, How long will 
you halt and limp between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him! But if Baal, then 
follow him (I Kings 18:19, 21). He then suggested, Let two bulls be given us; let they 
choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire 
to it. I will dress the other bull, lay it on the wood, and put no fire to it. Then you call on 
the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord; the One Who answers by 
fire, let be God (I Kings 18:23-24). It seemed a good idea to all. So they took the bull given 



 

 

them, dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, O Baal, 
hear and answer us! But there was no voice; no one answered… At noon Elijah mocked 
them, saying, Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is musing, or he has gone aside, or he 
is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened (I Kings 18:27-28). 
When Elijah performed his part of the deal, the Lord God showed up powerfully and 
mightily; His fire consumed the burning sacrifice, and the entire altar, leaving the people 
in awe of Him, saying, The Lord, He is God! (vs.39). After that, Elijah, under God’s power, 
slew all Baal’s and Asherah’s prophets. But Jezebel had something to say about that with 
his life for the lives of all her prophets, by saying, So let the gods do to me and more also, 
if I make not your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow (I Kings 19:2).  
 
Afraid of what Jezebel’s could do to him, Elijah ran away for his life and came to 
Beersheba of Judah, [over eighty miles and out of Jezebel’s realm] and left his servant 
there. But… he himself went a day’s Journey into the wilderness and came and sat down 
under a lone broom or juniper tree and asked that he might die… (I Kings 19:4). 
Exhausted, hungry, and physically weak, he laid asleep under the broom or juniper tree. 
He was awakened by an angel, who had come to him two times with food- a cake baked 
on the coals, and a bottle of water.  He said to him the second time, Arise and eat, for the 
journey is too great for you. He arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that 
food forty days and nights to Horeb, the mount of God (I Kings 19: 6-8). 
 
God came to Mount Sinai and asked Elijah a question, What are you doing here, Elijah? 
Then he replied, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the 
sword, and I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. The Lord God told him 
to stand on the mount before Him and the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks, but the Lord was not in the wind; after 
an earthquake, again, the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after a fire a still, small voice. When Elijah heard the 
voice, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the 
cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, What are you doing here, Elijah? 
Elijah gave Him the same answer as before, and the Lord gave him assignments to do 
and assured him that He will leave Himself 7,000 in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him (I Kings 19). Elijah did not die, 
but was translated to heaven by a chariot of fire and horses of fire and he went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven (II Kings 2:11). 
 
These two servants of the Lord both fought idolatry among their people, Israel. They 
witnessed miracles and supernatural wonders. God spoke to both of them face to face. 
There was a relationship between them and God; their role on earth did not end when 
they left the earth; it continued when they came to Mount Herman to meet the Lord 
YAHSHUA at His last forty days on earth. Luke reports that Moses and Elijah appeared 
in splendor and majesty and brightness and were speaking of YAHSHUA’S exit, which 
He was about to bring to realization at Jerusalem (9:28-33). 
 



 

 

In conclusion, I believe that they were the ones at the tomb as witnesses of the Lord’s 
resurrection, and His exit from the earth. I believe also that they will be the two witnesses 
of Revelation 11, because they were Israel’s prophets and spiritual leaders. Israel, without 
a doubt familiar with them, will acknowledge and accept them as witnesses in the 
tribulation period. No excuse here for them not to accept their testimony. 


