
                                                  THE RAPTURE            (PART 2) 

         (I Thess. 4: 13-18;  I Corinthians 15:52-55;  Exodus 19:10-11, 13b, 14, 16-20) 

 

For this we declare to you by the Lord’s [own] word, that we who are alive and 

remain until the coming of the Lord shall in no way precede or have any 

advantage at all over those who have previously fallen asleep. For the Lord 

Himself will descend from heaven with a (1) loud cry of summons, (2) with the 

shout of an archangel and with (3) the blast of the trumpet of God.  And those 

who have departed this life in Christ will rise first. Then we, the living ones who 

remain, shall simultaneously be caught up along with [the resurrected dead] in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so always we shall be with the Lord!  

This promise has been declared by the Lord Yahshua Himself to the Apostle Paul. 

Here he describes the manner and order in which the rapture will happen:  with a 

loud cry of summons- an order or command to start the process of the rapture; 

God summons all those involved to appear; an archangel echoes God’s command, 

His trumpet sounds calling the gathering of His saints- the resurrected ones will 

meet with the living ones to gather in the clouds, to meet Yahshua in the air, to be 

with Him forever (I Thess. 4:16). 

The blowing of the trumpets was used in the Old Testament as means of 

communicating, for mass participating, for warning, and for battle. In Exodus 

nineteen, verse thirteen, God’s command for Israel was that “When the trumpet 

sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain”. Israel was not to get 

near the Mountain until then, according to the instructions God gave Moses in 

which He said, “Sanctify the people today, tomorrow… and be ready by the third 

day”, for the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai [in the cloud] in 

the sight of all people”. Moses’ ministry to Israel then, is what the Holy Spirit’s 

ministry is to the church today, in preparing her to be ready to meet her 

Bridegroom through sanctification; the church is to be waiting for the trumpet 

sounding which will bring in the rapture. Back to Exodus nineteen, verses 19-20 

we read, “As the trumpet blast grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God 



answered him with a voice. The Lord came down upon Mount Sinai to the top of 

the mountain, and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses 

went”. Paralleling this passage with the one in Thessalonians chapter 4: 16, we 

see the picture of the rapture in its entirety, meaning, the work of the Holy Spirit 

in the life of the Bride through her cleansing and sanctification “That He might 

present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without spot and wrinkle or 

any such things” (Ephesians 5:26-27) at the calling of the Bride to go up by the 

blasting sound of the trumpet of God. Yahshua taught us how to be prepared for 

that day: keep awake, watch, pray that we may have the strength and the ability 

and be accounted worthy to escape the tribulation and to stand in the presence 

of the Son of Man (Luke 21:36); Paul’s prayer was that “May your spirit and soul 

and body be preserved sound and complete and blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Yahshua the Messiah” (IThess.5:23b). Peter said, But we look for new 

heavens and a new earth according to His promise, in which righteousness is to 

abide (II Peter 3:13); The Bride of Messiah waits for the coming of her Bride from 

heaven, Who personally rescues and delivers her from the wrath, and draws her 

to Himself (I Thess. 1:10); The Bride awaits and looks for the [fulfillment, the 

realization of her] blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of her great God 

and Savior Messiah Yahshua  (Titus 2:13). Knowing that she is a citizen of heaven, 

the Bride of Christ waits for her Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who will transform 

and fashion anew the body of her humiliation to conform to and be like the body 

of His glory and majesty (Phil.3 :20-21). 

There will be no need, in my opinion, to watch, to keep awake, and to pray to 

enter tribulation; if that was to be, Yahshua would have warned us differently. 

Paul commends the Church in Corinth for not falling behind, while she waits and 

watches for the coming of the Lord Yahshua the Messiah (I Cor. 1:7b). 

When the trumpet of God sounds, it will be an order for His church to rise up to 

meet Him, to participate in the wedding of the Lamb as His bride. How fast will it 

happen? “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”, how fast is that? Faster than 

the speed of light, it will be very fast. The human mind cannot comprehend, nor 

perceive God’s work of redemption nor His proficiency in performing it.  



Yahshua described the time of the rapture this way: As were the days of Noah, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. For just as in those days before the flood 

they  were eating and drinking marrying and being given in marriage, until the 

day Noah went into the ark, and they did not know or understand until the 

flood came and swept them all away- so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left 

(Mat. 24:37-40). 

The idea of living a life of indifference, ignoring the signs of time, aloof of all, is 

what Yahshua is calling us to pay attention to in preparedness for that day when 

He will come, for no one knows the day and the hour of His return to fetch His 

bride. The reality of the matter is that “one will be taken and one will be left”.  In 

the Parable of the Ten Virgins, five had sufficient oil to meet the Bridegroom and 

five had not. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit; His presence, His seal in one’s life is 

the guarantee of his/her redemption. 

After the rapture, the bride will face the Judgment Seat of Messiah; It will be 

based on work done for God (Rom. 14:10; ICor. 3:13-15). If the work which any 

person has built on this Foundation (of Yahshua) [any product of his efforts 

whatever] survives [this test], he will get his reward. But if any person’s work is 

burned up [under the test], he will suffer the loss [of it all, losing his reward], 

though he himself will be saved, but only as [one who has passed] through the 

fire. Perseverance and faithfulness in obedience to God and His command to love 

one another, to forgive one another, to serve one another, are actions build on 

the foundation of Yahshua and will carry the weight of eternal value for which 

one will hear the words,  “Well done faithful servant” (Mat. 25:14-30). 

WATH THEREFORE FOR YOU KNOW NEITHER THE DAY NOR THE HOUR WHEN 

THE SON OF MAN WILL COME! 

 

  


