
A Jar of Oil, That’s all 
 
 
The only thing left to a widow after the death of her husband, who was the son of 
a prophet, was debts.  Life in those days was simple and challenging especially for 
a woman without a husband who was the family’s provider.  Fear of the reality of 
her future grabbed her, and in hopelessness she cried to Elisha, presenting her 
situation as her position of a widow of a son of a prophet. Her main concerning was 
the possible loss of her two sons, her only source of security and provision, to the 
creditor who was to take them away to be his slaves in order to pay for the debt 
her husband left. In spite of her needs she had one thing that served her well: a jar 
of oil. This insignificant jar of oil became her source of income. What have you in 
the house? Elisha asked. Your handmaid has nothing in the house except a jar of 
oil. She might have had nothing, but at the same time, she had everything in that 
jar of oil, which was sufficient for God to perform a miracle for her and her sons.  A 
widow in those days was solely dependent on her children. YAHSHUA, before He 
died saw that His mother was cared for. He commended His mother to His friend 
John, who was standing near to the cross.  
The anointing with oil in those days was necessary for kings and other positions for 
men to accomplish the task he was supposed to as in the life of King David. This 
widow had a very precious thing, which served her well in her circumstance. She 
became a sales woman in a few minutes under God’s anointing and out of that she 
had enough to pay her bills and to live from the rest. This story reminds me of a 
widow’s son YAHSHUA raised from the dead on his way to be buried. The Bible says 
that when He saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, Do not weep. 
And He went forward and touched the funeral bier and the pall-bearers stood still. 
And He said, Young man, I say to you, Arise! And the man dead sat up and began 
to speak. And YAHSHUA gave him [back] to his mother (Luke 7:12-15). His words, 
“Do not weep” opened a horizon of hope for that widow: the return of her son to 
her. He knew that sometime in the future his mother would be in that same 
situation, but without the hope that that widow had. However, a substitute was 
going to be provided for her, and that He did.  
It is well known that oil represents the Holy Spirit in the New Testament, as it was 
in the Old Testament.  In the Old Testament, He came upon a person and equipped 
him to do the work; in the New Testament, the believer in YAHSHUA is given His 
Spirit to live within him to be sanctified, as well as to fulfill the work he is destined 
to do for the kingdom. Remember the widow had a jar of oil and she was spared; 



in the case of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 only five had oil and were saved. How 
about you do you have oil in your lamp to meet Your Bridegroom? 
 
Read II Kings 4:1-7; Luke 7: 11-17; Matthew 25:1-13 


